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tight for microbrewers. Slocum 
said the founders are usually a 
couple of people who decide to 
get into the business and then 
try to scratch together funding. 
When successful, they provide 
more work as they move into 
bigger facilities, as was the case 
with Three Nations Brewing 
Co. in Dallas, another Gage 
customer. Even then, money 
remains an issue. 

“You can put aluminum 
jackets on all the piping and 
give it a good asthetic feel,” 
Slocum said. “But some of 
them can’t afford that. It can 
get pretty pricey.”

Slocum is currently bidding 
on a distillery project. Distilleries 

are supposed to be the new 
breweries, following the same 
growth pattern, but Wohlfarth 
is still waiting for that to happen. 

Brewery growth may have 
plateaued, but it still provides 
a good market for those with 
the right skills and experience. 
In addition to extra work and 
challenging projects, there is 
extra incentive for entering 
this market — free beer. Both 
Wohlfarth and Slocum said 
they often receive free samples 
of the products their work 
helps produce.

“It’s a cool industry because 
everybody is so laid back,” 
Slocum said. “They’ll load my 
truck if I ask for it.”   

YEAR-TO-DATE: Year-to-date U.S. shipments of residential gas storage water heaters decreased 4.6 per-
cent, residential electric storage water heaters increased 3.3 percent, commercial gas storage water heaters 
decreased 8 percent, commercial electric storage water heaters decreased 3.5 percent, gas warm-air furnaces 
decreased 24.6 percent, oil warm-air furnaces decreased 33.3 percent, central air conditioners decreased 1.5 
percent, and heat pumps increased 0.5 percent.

SOURCE: Information contained in these graphs is courtesy of the Air-Conditioning, Heating, 
and Refrigeration Institute (AHRI). Industry figures are estimates derived from the best 
available figures supplied by a sample of AHRI member companies.

AHRI Shipment Data 
For April 2020

U.S. shipments of central air conditioners and air-
source heat pumps decreased 14.7 percent in April 
2020, to 634,036, down from 743,068 units shipped 
in April 2019. Air conditioner shipments decreased 
18.6 percent, to 398,040 units, down from 488,907 
units shipped in April 2019. Air-source heat pumps 
decreased 7.1 percent, to 235,996 units, down from 
254,161 units shipped in April 2019. 

U.S. shipments of residential gas storage water 
heaters decreased 15.1 percent in April 2020, to 
311,683 units, down from 367,028 units shipped in 
April 2019. Residential electric storage water heater 
shipments decreased 5.7 percent, to 322,258 units, 
down from 341,834 units shipped in April 2019.  

U.S. shipments of gas warm-air furnaces 
decreased 42.5 percent in April 2020, to 156,483 
units, down from 272,138 units shipped in April 
2019. Oil warm-air furnace shipments decreased 
66.8 percent, to 905 units, down from 2,725 units 
shipped in April 2019. 

U.S. shipments of commercial gas storage water 
heater shipments decreased 21 percent in April 
2020, to 5,849 units, down from 7,404 units shipped 
in April 2019. Commercial electric storage water 
heater shipments decreased 26.2 percent, to 9,888 
units, down from 13,395 units shipped in April 2019.
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A s brew houses open in several states, the risk of becoming 
coronavirus hotspots runs high. An outbreak in East Lansing, 

Michigan, has been traced back to a brewpub. That facility closed 
down to take necessary precautions, including an update to its 
HVAC system.

Artisanal Brewing Ventures (ABV), a Charlotte, North Carolina 
business that operates taprooms in five states, already took 
precautions long before reopening its nine locations. ABV installed 
the GPS Needlepoint Bipolar Ionization (NPBI) technology, which 
purifies the air by eliminating airborne particulates, odors, and 
pathogens. The system emits a high volume of ions that steal away 
hydrogen from the pathogens, driving them out of the airspace and 
leaving clean, healthy indoor air.  GPS is installed in more than 
150,000 locations worldwide, including Duke University Medical 
Center and Charlotte Douglas Airport.

The company started to look for a solution in mid-April. ABV 
polled about 25,000 customers to assess their biggest concerns 
around going out again. The company already planned to follow all 
the requisite guidelines laid out by the CDC and state government. It 
has also reinvented its menu to allow for maximum social distancing 
by the kitchen staff as well as how food and drinks are served 
to minimize lines and the number of contacts by its staff. What 
customers were most worried about, however, were the hard-to-
control factors — the kind that rules around social distancing and 
wearing masks did little to address.

“Our customer survey told us we needed to do more to make 
people feel safe,” said John Coleman, ABV’s CEO. “So we looked 
at adding new technology to our HVAC system that cleans the air, 
deactivates viruses and other pathogens, and provides an additional 
layer of protection.” 

Derek Detenber, ABV’s chief marketing officer, said the company 
looked at several solutions before selecting the Needlepoint system. 
The fact the system was in place at medical and government facilities 
appealed to ABV executives. So did the cost of installation. GPS 
was able to connect the company with preferred contractors in each 
location, ranging from North Carolina to Ohio. 

ABV also put the system in place at its offices and breweries. The 
company plans to install the equipment at any new facilities it opens in 
the future, Detenber said. It is an added expense, he said, but far lower 
than the cost of being portrayed as an irresponsible member of the 
local community.

The customer feedback ABV received so far has been very positive. 
The company has promoted the system in social media and other 
venues as one of the steps it is taking to protect customers and staff. 
This is effective for attracting workers as the taprooms reopen.

“The hard part about it is that it’s technology that you can’t see or 
feel,” Detenber said. “You have to trust that it’s working.”

Detenber said employees can smell that it’s working, as the ionizer 
reduces the yeasty odors common to a brewery. 

Brewery Chain Invests in  
HVAC to Protect Customers
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